


D E D I C A T E D  T O  V I S I O N A R I E S  A N D  P I O N E E R I N G  S T O R Y T E L L E R S
A C R O S S  T H E  G L O B E ,  W E  A R E  A  C U R A T O R I A L  V I S U A L
A N T H R O P O L O G Y  A N D  E T H N O G R A P H I C  F I L M  S C R E E N I N G
P R O G R A M M E  A I M I N G  T O  B R I N G  A B O U T  C H A N G E .  

EthnoKino is an ethnographic f i lm programme and
educational platform, which facil itates
transformative encounters between science,
cinema and society.  Being run by an independent
association of anthropologists ,  storytellers across
the world.  
EthnoKino has two corner stone projects ;  "The
Seasons" (s ince 2017) and the "Film Festival"
(s ince 2021) .EthnoKino has been screening
trai lblazing f i lms and organizing expanded
learning occasions at the intersections of cultural
hub (Reitschule) and educational hub (UniBE) .  Our
aim is to explore and publicize important scholarly
and artist ic perspectives  of various l i fe views and
cosmologies through f i lmic means and by doing
so,  to actively contribute to social  cohesion,
diversity ,  inclusivity and emancipation within the
societies we work with,  in the world.  

D E D I C A T E D  T O  V I S I O N A R I E S  A N D  P I O N E E R I N G
S T O R Y T E L L E R S  A C R O S S  T H E  G L O B E ,  W E  A R E
A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A C T I O N  C O M M U N I T Y  O F
P R A C T I C E ,  W O R K I N G  T O W A R D S  S Y S T E M I C
C H A N G E  T H R O U G H  T H E  P O W E R  O F
A U T H E N T I C  A N D  M E A N I N G F U L  S T O R Y T E L L I N G .
O U R  C A T A L Y T I C  H O M E  C I N E M A  O F  T H E
C O M M O N S  A N D  C O M M O N I N G  F I L M  P R A C T I C E S ,
I N T E N D S  T O  C O - C R E A T E  A  N O U R I S H I N G
I N F L U E N T I A L  M O V E M E N T  F O R  S O C I E T A L
C O H E S I O N  A N D  T O  E N A C T  I N T E G R A L
T R A N S F O R M A T I O N  F O R  P L A N E T A R Y  I M P A C T .

T H E O R Y  O F  C H A N G EA B O U T  E K  A S S O C I A T I O N



"Your vision for this film festival is very important because it touches  people's hearts, especially
those young ones. His Holiness the Dalai Lama always says the world is interdependent, we are
citizens of eight billion people, and yours is a vision that connects us all, the different peoples.
Especially at times like these, it is important to emphasise oneness. As a human family, we are
all alike. This film festival in a way shows people that we all could live together, in harmony and
in peace, this kind of a message deeply moves me".

Jetsun Pema  
Tibet's Spiritual Leader Dalai Lama's Sister , Former President of Tibetan Village Schools,
Quote from her Vision Talk on Belonging at ETHNOKINO Film Festival, 2022.



"As a co-founder, this festival is a dream coming true for me. Living in Switzerland for the past nine years as a
scholar, social scientist and filmmaker, I have seen how necessary and important it is to open "home"  like spaces
for those emerging talents coming from all walks of life and from any nationality. Here in the cinema of the
commons, with our festival organizing community members and friends, we hope to make a huge difference and
impact in the ways we culturally get together and experience a sense of belonging. Films and cinema are an
excuse for us to ignite change from any system of oppression to liberation, injustice to justice, scarcity to
abundance, war to peace and captivity to freedom".

Dr.Eda Elif Tibet 
Co-Founder & Curator ETHNOKINO Film Festival / Post-doctoral Researcher , University of Bern



V I S I O N  T A L K S

A  P E R F O R M A T I V E  C R E A T I V E  D I S C O U R S E  B Y  V I S I O N A R I E S  F R O M  A R O U N D
T H E  W O R L D ,  S P E A K E R S  M A K E  U S E  O F  V A R I O U S  S T O R Y T E L L I N G  M O D A L I T I E S
B A S E D  O N  R E A L - L I F E  E X P E R I E N C E S .  O N  S T A G E ,  S P E A K E R S  C O N N E C T  W I T H
T H E  A U D I E N C E  B Y  P R E S E N T I N G  T H E I R  G R O U N D - B R E A K I N G  V I S I O N A R Y
P R O J E C T S  A N D  I N S P I R A T I O N A L  P E R S P E C T I V E S  O N  L I F E .  

M A S T E R S  I N  B E R N

P U B L I C  A N D  P R I V A T E  M A S T E R C L A S S E S  L E D  A N D  T U T O R E D  B Y  T O P  N O T C H
P R O F I L E S  A M O N G  O F  T H O S E  F I L M M A K E R S ,  S C H O L A R S ,  S C I E N T I S T S ,
M U S I C I A N S ,  A R T I S T S ,  P E R F O R M E R S  A N D  M O R E .

D O C  I M P A C T  L A B  

A  L A B  F O R  I N C U B A T I O N  A N D  M E N T O R S H I P  F O R  S H O R T  A N D  F E A T U R E  F I L M S
T H A T  A R E  V I S I O N A R Y  I N  T H E  W I D E S T  S E N S E  O F  T H E  W O R D  A N D  A R E
C O N C E R N E D  W I T H  I D E N T I F Y I N G  A N D  A D D R E S S I N G  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  G L O B A L
I S S U E S .  T H E  A I M  O F  T H E  L A B  I S  T O  A S S I S T  E M E R G I N G  F I L M M A K E R S  F R O M
A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D  T O  I D E A T E ,  D E V E L O P  A N D  C O M P L E T E  A  D R A F T  O F
T H E I R  O R I G I N A L  F I L M  S C R E E N P L A Y  A N D  T O  D E S I G N  T H E I R  I M P A C T  W I T H  T H E
G U I D A N C E  O F  E X P E R I E N C E D  M E N T O R S ,  

E T H N O  M  U S I C

A  M U S I C A L  S P A C E  D E D I C A T E D  T O  W O R L D  M U S I C  A N D  T H E  F I N E S T
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  O F  C U L T U R A L  P E R F O R M A N C E S .

E T H N O  F I L M S

E T H N O K I N O  P A R T N E R S  W I T H  K A R M A  M O T I O N  C O L L E C T I V E  P R O D U C I N G
F E A T U R E  D O C U M E N T A R Y  F I L M S  O N  E C O L O G Y  A N D  S O C I A L L Y  R E L E V A N T
I S S U E S .  K M  I S  A L S O  T H E  O F F I C I A L  P A R T N E R  F O R  A U D I O  V I S U A L
D O C U M E N T A T I O N S ,  I N T E R V I E W S  A N D  V I D E O S  D U R I N G  T H E  E T H N O K I N O  F I L M
F E S T I V A L . S I N C E  2 0 2 2 ,  E T H N O K I N O  A S S O C I A T I O N  P R O V I D E S  S E E D  F U N D I N G
F O R  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S  T O  D E V E L O P  T H E I R  F I L M S .

E T H N O  M U L T I M O D A L S

W E  E M P O W E R  P E O P L E  O F  C O L O U R ,  I N D I G E N O U S  A N D  M A R G I N A L I S E D
B A C K G R O U N D S  T O  A U T H O R  B O O K S ,  P U B L I C A T I O N S ,  T O  C O N D U C T  A R T
W O R K ,  E X H I B I T I O N S ,  P O D C A S T S ,  R A D I O  S H O W S  V I A  V A R I O U S  M U L T I M O D A L
M E D I A S .



E M E R G I N G  T A L E N T S
 
T H E  S P A C E  I S  D E D I C A T E D  T O  T H E  W O R K  O F  Y O U N G  E M E R G I N G  F I L M M A K E R S
A N D  S T U D E N T S . T H E  E V E N T  C R E A T E S  S P A C E  F O R  C O L L A B O R A T I O N ,
N E T W O R K I N G ,  E X C H A N G E  A N D  V I S I B I L I T Y .

C O M M U N I T Y  F I L M S

A  S P A C E  D E D I C A T E D  T O  T H E  W O R K  O F  E T H N O K I N O ' S  C O M M U N I T Y
M E M B E R S :  F R I E N D S ,  C O L L E A G U E S  W I T H  T H E  A I M  O F  F O S T E R I N G  T H E
V I S I B I L I T Y  O F  I N  H O U S E  E K  P R O D U C T I O N S  O F  P A R T I C U L A R  C O M M U N I T Y
R E L E V A N C E .

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  N O N - F I C T I O N

A  S P A C E  D E D I C A T E D  T O  T H E  W O R K  O F  S W I S S  A N D  W O R L D  W I D E
D O C U M E N T A R Y  F I L M M A K E R S  &  V I S U A L  A N T H R O P O L O G I S T S .

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  F I C T I O N

A  S P A C E  D E D I C A T E D  T O  T H E  W O R K  O F  E S T A B L I S H E D  A N D  E M E R G I N G  S W I S S
A N D  W O R L D  W I D E  F I L M M A K E R S  F R O M  A L L  S O R T S  O F  C I N E M A T I C  G E N R E S .

M O V ( I ) E M E N T S

M O V I E S  F O R  M O V E M E N T S ,  T O  D E V E L O P  A  S H A R E D  P U B L I C  C U L T U R E  O F
D I S S E M I N A T I O N  C E L E B R A T I N G  D I V E R S I T Y  A N D  S P O T L I G H T I N G  F O R  R I G H T S
A N D  V A L U E S  B A S E D  E T H I C A L  P A R T I C I P A T O R Y  F I L M M A K I N G  A P P R O A C H E S
F O R  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  A N D  S O C I A L L Y  R E L E V A N T  I S S U E S .  T O  P R O V I D E
A C C E S S  A N D  V I S I B I L I T Y  T O W A R D S  M A R G I N A L I Z E D  F I L M M A K E R S  A N D
A U D I E N C E S .

FILM SCREENINGS / Q&A 

https://www.ethnokino.com/shorts


World Premiere of AMALA, a film about Dalai Lama's sister Jetsun Pema's life work, filmed by
Geleck Palsang. 



T H E O R Y  O F  C H A N G E :

D E D I C A T E D  T O  V I S I O N A R I E S  A N D  P I O N E E R I N G  S T O R Y T E L L E R S  A C R O S S  T H E
G L O B E ,  W E  A R E  A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A C T I O N  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  P R A C T I C E ,
W O R K I N G  T O W A R D S  S Y S T E M I C  C H A N G E  T H R O U G H  T H E  P O W E R  O F  A U T H E N T I C
A N D  M E A N I N G F U L  S T O R Y T E L L I N G .  O U R  C A T A L Y T I C  H O M E  C I N E M A  O F  T H E
C O M M O N S  A N D  C O M M O N I N G  F I L M  P R A C T I C E S ,  I N T E N D S  T O  C O - C R E A T E  A
N O U R I S H I N G  I N F L U E N T I A L  M O V E M E N T  F O R  S O C I E T A L  C O H E S I O N  A N D  T O  E N A C T
I N T E G R A L  T R A N S F O R M A T I O N  F O R  P L A N E T A R Y  I M P A C T .

M O D E L  A N D  G R A P H I C Y  B Y  A D R I A N  R O B K E .



ETHNOKINO FILM FESTIVAL  

GLOBAL FESTIVAL DIRECTOR
POST.DOC UNIBERN

 

D R . E D A  E L I F  T I B E T

CORE TEAM MEMBERS

Dr.Eda Elif Tibet is an award winning documentary filmmaker and visual
anthropologist , she is the founder of  KarmaMotion and EthnoKino association.
She is recognized to be a trailblazing engaged anthropologist by the Swiss
Anthropological Association. She is currently a Post-doctoral researcher at
UniBern. She works at the Wyss Academy on and SNSF funded research project
called Bridging Values through transdisciplinary research on biodiversity
governance and just conservation. She also leads her own independent research
initiative Animating the Commons at the critical sustainability unit / Institute of
Geography. She is responsible of the overview of EthnoKino's programme
development and gives shape to its film festival's globally visionary concept and
collaborative transnational curatorship. 

GRAPHICS & VISUAL IDENTITY
BERN & LONDON

K A I  M A T H I E S S E N

Kai Mathhiessen is a Bern born award winning independent Graphic Designer  with
over a decade experience in the industry. He worked for renowned design studios
such as Brody Associates. He was involved in branding projects and advertising
campaigns for global brands. In 2021, he co-founded Your Standard Agency which
offers a combination of services in all areas of design and marketing. He holds a
master's degree from the Royal College of Art in Visual Communication (Voted
Worlds Best Design School 2015-2021) and a bachelors degree from the London
College of Communication in Graphic Design/Typography. His work focuses on
bespoke creative solutions with an emphasis on clear and strong typographic
designs. Kai has given ETHNOKINO it's visual identity and designs it's iconic film
posters, booklets alongside to various digital assets and multimedias.
Official Web Site.

ARTS & MERCHANDISE
PHD ST.GALLEN UNIV

 

A M A  N Y A R K O  J O N E S

Ama Nyarko Jones is an artist and teacher.  She is a visual communicator,
designer and fashion artist. Ama has given life to the much celebrated and
high on demand EthnoKino merchandise. She continues her studies as a PhD
Candidate at Trans4M an integral sustainable development programme with
St.Gallen University. She is responsible of the arts curatorial and
merchandise of EthnoKino. 

FINANCE & STRATEGIC
PARTNERSHIPS 

UNIVERSITY OF BERN
CELL BIOLOGY LABORANT

C I H A N  E L C I

Cihan Elci is a Bern based biologist and a laboratory technician majorly working
towards the support of Malaria research at the Cell Biology Institute (UniBern) since
2015. Formerly a Biology teacher, he arrived in Switzerland as a Kurdish political
refugee. He is a professional cook , a lover of nature as he grows his own food at the
garden slots next to the Aaare river, a motorbike enthusiast, riding towards the
serene Alpine landscape which he now calls home. An experienced chef and event
manager for musical and gastronomical events, Cihan brings his decade experience
in service to EthnoKino.

https://www.karmamotion.com/
https://www.ethnokino.com/
https://www.wyssacademy.org/
https://www.animatingthecommons.com/
http://brody-associates.com/
https://yourstandardagency.com/
https://www.rca.ac.uk/students/kai-damian-matthiesen/
https://www.topuniversities.com/universities/royal-college-art/postgrad
https://www.arts.ac.uk/
https://kai-matthiesen.com/work


FESTIVAL CURATOR ISTANBUL
AUDIO VISUAL

DOCUMENTATION BERN

S E N O L  S E N

FESTIVAL CURATOR
BERLIN & ISTANBUL

M E L I K E  A T M A N O G L U

Senol Sen is an Istanbul based producer and documentary filmmaker. He curates
and produces content for various media outlets and TV channels in Turkey; Habitat
TV, IZ TV, TRT and many brands and organisations. He is responsible of the
organization and the curation of the new Istanbul Branch of EthnoKino Film
Festival.

Melike Atmanoglu  is currently based in Berlin completing an MA on Heritage and
Cultural Studies. She is responsible of the overall festival organization, curation and  
coordination in Berlin and Istanbul. 

COMMUNICATIONS 
BA ANTHROPOLOGY STUDENT

UNIVERSITY OF ZURICH 

S A R A H  K E L L E R  

Sarah Keller is a Zurich University based Anthropology Student completing her BA. She
has recently worked as the strategic partnerships co-lead on the implementation of
Youth4Switzerland Project with collaboratio helvetica, working towards systems change
and the achieving of the SDG 2030 Agenda. She is a core organising member of Swiss
Anthropology Association's Interface Commission. She is in charge of the festival's overall
communications and coordination. 

https://collaboratiohelvetica.ch/en/youth4switzerland
https://collaboratiohelvetica.ch/
https://www.seg-interface.org/
https://www.seg-interface.org/


FESTIVAL CURATOR 
MEXICO CITY

A N T O N I O  C O E L L O

FESTIVAL CURATOR
 MEXICO CITY

A N T O N I O  Z I R O N

Antonio Coello is a Mexican and Colombian filmmaker and visual anthropologist. His
work is dedicated to explore cultural environments through participant observation
and sense of humour. His films involve indigenous and African descendant
communities with which he creates collective cinematic stories that have been
awarded and shown at various festivals and museums like the Guggenheim Museum
in New York and ImagineNATIVE at Toronto. For more than 10 years he has been
collaborating and researching among the Seri indigenous people from North West
Mexico on visuality, animism, ontology, rituals, oral history and songs. He also
collaborated for many years as International Curator at the Dream Speakers
International Film Festival, from Edmonton, Canada. He has taught workshops and
masterclasses in Mexico, Canada, U.S.A., India and Nepal..

Antonio Ziron is a Mexican Ethnologist (National School of Anthropology and
History, Mexico), with a Master degree in Visual Anthropology (Granada Centre for
Visual Anthropology, University of Manchester), and a PhD in Anthropological
Sciences (Metropolitan Autonomous University, UAM, Mexico). Since 2011, he has
worked as a full time Professor at the Anthropology Department (UAM). He has
published several books and articles on Visual Anthropology, Ethnographic Films,
Urban Culture, Film Archives, and Sensory Ethnography. His documentaries, "Voces
de la Guerrero” (2004) and "Out of Focus" (2013), both co-directed with
Homovidens collective, are films based on collaborative strategies with urban youth
in Mexico City. He has published two photography books: "Mano de obra" (2013)
and "Traspasos" (2014). Antonio organized the Visual Anthropology Workshops
(Jornadas de Antropología Visual) from 2005-2012; for six years he was the curator
of “Cinema Among Cultures” within DocsMX (Mexico City International
Documentary Film Festival); and since 2011 he has been a film programmer at
AMBULANTE (Documentary Film Tour).

AUDIO VISUAL
DOCUMENTATION

BERN & BERLIN & ISTANBUL

I N A N C  T E K G Ü C

Inanc Tekguc is the co-founder of KarmaMotion, EthnoKino's audio visual
documentation partner. He has produced word-wide documentary content to TV
channels (ARTE, National Geographic and more ) An Award winning documentary
filmmaker Ait Atta: Nomads of the High Atlas and trailblazing cinematographer,
Inanc documents the entire film festival with his camera. 

https://www.karmamotion.com/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAEzv2EZjNA/edit






ETHNOKINO FILM FESTIVAL 
RESILIENT 2023 28Sept-1Oct
In 2023 EthnoKino Film Festival's designated theme is "Resilient". We are
particularly interested in films exploring how human beings around the world
interpret and manifest resilience. The various ways they resist, disobey and
practice strength and hope in the face of adversity, challenges and injustices. 

In a world of immense interactions, global technology advancements,
accompanied by unprecedented movements, colonialism, climate change, war
and conflicts we will look into inspiring stories addressing the world’s biggest
problems and as well as those providing solutions to planetary challenges.
From forcefully displaced populations to those who are born strangers to their
own communities, those change-makers who transform and transcend the
societies they are part of; through social initiatives, educational projects , co-
creative engagements of art, poetry and other interventions, we will explore
what resilience mean in its full humanity and wholeness. 



Maysoon Pachachi is a film director, editor and producer based in
the UK and of Iraqi origin. Our River Our Sky, is her first feature
fiction film and the first film ever made on the Iraqi War from the
eyes of those who went through the horrors of it. A documentary
like mosaic portrait of those going through the unbearable of the
everyday violence, Pachachi portrays human beings in their most
humane condition, portraying  their creative and humorous ways
of resilience.

Maysoon studied in Iraq, the U.S., Britain. She speaks English,
Arabic, French and Italian. She studied Philosophy at University
College London (BA Hons) and Film with Thorold Dickinson at the
Slade School of Art, where visiting lecturers included Jean Renoir
and Gillo Pontecorvo. 

She has written numerous articles on her work in Iraq and
Palestine for the New Statesman and The Guardian. Maysoon
made documentaries and taught film directing and editing in
Britain, Iraq, Iran, Palestine, Egypt, Syria and Lebanon. She has co-
founded "Act Together: Women Against Sanctions and War on
Iraq", a group of UK-based Iraqi and non-Iraqi women formed in
2000 to campaign against the economic sanctions on Iraq. They
also campaigned against the invasion of Iraq.

MAYSOON PACHACHI

2023

OPENING FILM BY

Following the start of the Iraq War in 2004, she co-founded with her colleague, Kasim Abid, also a London-
based Iraqi filmmaker, the Independent Film & Television College, a non-governmental free-of-charge film-
training center in Baghdad.Eight films produced by the college’s students won prizes at Arab and international
festivals.She currently serves as the chair on the board of trustees for the Shubbak festival of contemporary
Arab culture. She is the daughter of Iraqi politician the former foreign minister Adnan Pachachi and the grand
daughter of the former Iraqi prime minister.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Film_director
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Film_editing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Film_producer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_College_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slade_School_of_Art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Renoir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gillo_Pontecorvo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Statesman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Guardian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebanon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanctions_on_Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Invasion_of_Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kasim_Abid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baghdad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adnan_Pachachi


The aim is to reflect on alterity through cinema. It is a historic journey into the production of key
visual symbols of modernity with a particular emphasis in the politics and poetics surrounding
representation. With a critical approach, cinema will be used as a window to explore the core of
mainstream culture and to reflect on its global impact. Stereotypes, archetypes, prototypes,
paternalism, colonialism, appropriation and discrimination, among others, surround an
apparently simple endeavor: the representation of alterity.

ANTONIO COELLO
FILMMAKER & VISUAL ANTHROPOLOGIST

2023



Vision Talk on " Resilience" followed by the Swiss Premiere of the film
FEMALE VOICES OF AFGHANISTAN (2023)

YALDA YAZDANI
EthnoMusicologist, Iran & Germany

2023



Vision Talk on "Resilience" followed by the Swiss Premiere of 
 Stranger at the Gate , produced by MALALA foundation

MALALA YOUSAFZAI
NOBEL PEACE PRIZE LAURATE

2023



Vision Talk and Ethno Music on "Resilience" 

CHRISTIAN STEJSKAL 
VIOLINIST & STORYTELLER & PHOTOGRAPHER

2023



EthnoKino Partners with Karma Motion Collective producing feature documentary
films on ecology and socially relevant issues. KM is also the official partner for audio
visual documentations, interviews and videos during the EthnoKino Film Festival.

Since 2022, EthnoKino Association provides seed funding for our community members
to develop their films.

See all our upcoming films produced by our founders and members:

ETHNO FILMS



ETHNO MULTIMODALS

W E  E M P O W E R  P E O P L E  O F  C O L O U R ,  I N D I G E N O U S  A N D  M A R G I N A L I S E D  B A C K G R O U N D S  T O
A U T H O R  B O O K S ,  P U B L I C A T I O N S ,  T O  C O N D U C T  A R T  W O R K ,  E X H I B I T I O N S ,  P O D C A S T S ,  R A D I O
S H O W S  V I A  V A R I O U S  M U L T I M O D A L  M E D I A S .
F I R S T  B O O K  S E R I E S  A R E  F R O M  E N Z O  I K A H  ( P O L I T I C A L  R E F U G E E  F R O M  D R C  ,  R E G G E A
A R T I S T  A N D  R E S E A R C H E R  B A S E E D  I N  I S T A N B U L  T U R K E Y ,  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R )
W H O S E  B O O K  W E  H E L P E D  D E S I G N ,  E D I T  A N D  S T R U C T U R E .



DOC IMPACT LAB 
EthnoKino launches a new documentary impact lab for short and feature films that are
visionary in the widest sense of the word and are concerned with identifying and
addressing contemporary global issues. The workshop is offered by EthnoKino and the
mentorship programme is designed in collaboration with Animating the Commons, an
applied research Initiative situated at the University of Bern’s Critical Sustainability
Unit at the Institute of Geography. The aim of the mentorship is to assist emerging
filmmakers from around the world to ideate, develop and complete a draft of their
original film screenplay with accompanying impact campaigns and distribution plans.
The programme is guided by experienced mentors, namely visual anthropologists and
independent documentary filmmakers. 
 
The programme is open to storytellers from all over the world and provides a
transformative experience for emerging filmmakers and visual anthropologists to
explore their creativity and individual voice in an inspiring, intensive program that
balances one-on-one mentorship sessions and independent work with moderated
group discussions and presentations. 
 
The workshop which will include the viewing of the films selected for showcase during
the festival is to be continued by a fellowship, are open to anyone interested who self-
defines as a storyteller. Activists, community workers and members of governmental
entities and non-profit organizations can use the mentorship as workforce training or
for professional development. 
 
If you have a transformative story to tell and your efforts are around advocating for a
more just and regenerative planet earth, come attend the DOC Impact Lab programme
that is convened and coordinated by Visual Anthropologists and filmmakers; Dr.Mike
Poltorak and Dr.Eda Elif Tibet.
 

Join a group of people from around the world in a unique social project in the Swiss
Alps. The Reitschule which is where our film screenings take place is a grassroots
community center that welcomes people from all walks of life and gives shelter to
those in need, independent of their origin, ethnicity/nationality or religion.
Participants will be offered a space to enhance their experience throughout a 7 days
residency in person, beside a tailored online mentorship program that will help them
to improve their skills in dramatic writing ;premise, theme, structure, character and
story as well as in distribution and accessing the media industry.

https://www.ethnokino.com/
https://www.animatingthecommons.com/
https://www.seg-interface.org/mikepoltorak
https://www.linkedin.com/in/edaeliftibet/


Out of the box experiential learning: During the retreat, we will use a broad range of
experiential methods and pedagogical means to transcend traditional didactics.
 
Tailor made to Individuals: Our teaching and learning activities center around your
personal and professional development interests, previous experience and project
ideas.
 
The places to be: The Reitschule provides an energizing environment for developing
life-long relationships and new ideas.
Community & partnership engagement: We will frequently interact with people in
place – e.g. particularly of migrant backgrounds.
 
Our aim is radical inclusion and wide impact: Costs are generally kept as low as
possible. We work on a sliding scale and manage a small fund for participants from the
Global South.

The lab is structured in: 
Kick off Meeting at 2nd EthnoKino Film Festival “Belonging” (2.5 hours)
Online Sessions – twice a month (3 months program)
5 Days in-residency program - Venue TBA
Pitching session or Film Screening to audience and industrial professionals during the
forthcoming 3rd EthnoKino film festival (in English)
 
Requirements for the mentorship programme:
Candidates must have written and directed at least one short film (University based
productions are acceptable)
Narrative, documentary, animation and experimental short films are eligible.
Projects can be in any language but shall aim to have English subtitles 
 
Availability needed between November 2023 to February 2024 (cf. Schedule)
 
Deadlines
No Submission Deadline for Doc Impact Workshop on the 28th of September 2023,
Public Event.

Submission Deadline for Doc Impact Mentorship Programme is 15th of October 2023,
3 months Online Event with 7 days in person retreat in 2024.



I N S P I R E D  M O R E  T H E N  5 0 0 0  A U D I E N C E  S I N C E  2 0 1 7  

S C R E E N E D  M O R E  T H E N  5 0 0  F I L M S

M O R E  T H E N  2 0 0  Q & A  A N D  R O U N D  T A B L E S

2 0   V I S I O N  T A L K S
2 0   A W A R D  O F  R E C O G N I T I O N
5     M A S T E R C L A S S E S
5     M U S I C  C O N C E R T S   

OUR IMPACT



W O R L D W I D E  E X P O S U R E  

O U R  F E S T I V A L  I S  B E C O M I N G  H I G H L Y  R E C O G N I S E D  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  W O R L D . W E
H E L P  T H E  G R O W T H  O F  Y O U R  B R A N D ' S  A W A R E N E S S  A N D  L E A D  G E N E R A T I O N
F R O M  E V E R Y  E V E N T  P R O M O T I O N . W E  C A N  D I S T R I B U T E  C O L L A T E R A L  M A T E R I A L
R E L E V A N T  T O  O U R  E V E N T S .

P R O M I N E N T  F I G U R E S

Y O U R  B R A N D  W I L L  B E  L I S T E D  N E X T  T O  P R O M I N E N T  F I G U R E S  W H O  A R E
V I S I O N A R I E S  P I O N E E R I N G  T R A N S I T I O N S  T O W A R D S  M O R E  J U S T  S O C I E T I E S . S U C H
A C Q U A I N T A N C E S  W I L L  H E L P  B O O S T  Y O U R  P R O F I L E  A S  A  V I S I O N A R Y  T O O .  

S T A K E H O L D E R  E N G A G E M E N T

Y O U  C A N  G O  B E Y O N D  A N Y  S I L O  Y O U  A R E  I N ,  A N D  H E L P  S U P P O R T  A N D
F A C I L I T A T E  C A T A L Y S I N G  S C I E N C E - S O C I E T Y - P O L I C Y  I N T E R A C T I O N S  T H R O U G H
O U R  I N N O V A T I V E  S P A C E S  T H A T  F O S T E R  S T A K E H O L D E R  E N G A G E M E N T .  W E
P R O V I D E  Y O U  W I T H  E X C L U S I V E  N E T W O R K I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  W I T H  K E Y
P L A Y E R S  I N  A T T E N D A N C E ,  T H E  A W A R D S  O F F E R S  U N P A R A L L E L E D  O P P O R T U N I T Y
T O  N E T W O R K  A N D  E N G A G E  O N E - O N - O N E  W I T H  D E C I S I O N  M A K E R S  A N D  P E O P L E
O F  I N F L U E N C E .

B E C O M I N G  P A R T  O F  A  G L O B A L  M O V ( I ) E M E N T

Y O U  W I L L  B E  S U P P O R T I N G  Y O U N G  A N D  E M E R G I N G  F I L M M A K E R S  O B T A I N  A
M O V ( I ) E M E N T  F E L L O W S H I P  T O  A T T E N D  O U R  R E V O L U T I O N A R Y  D O C  I M P A C T
L A B . T H E Y  W I L L  L E A R N  T H E  M O S T  R E C E N T  U P  T O  D A T E  M E T H O D S  A N D
S T O R Y T E L L I N G  T E C H N I Q U E S  T H A T  W I L L  H E L P  A M P L I F Y I N G  T H E I R  C O M M U N I T Y
V O I C E S  I N  R A I S I N G  A W A R E N E S S  A N D  F I N D I N G  S O L U T I O N S  T O  C A U S E S  A N D
S T R U G G L E S  A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D .  
 

SPONSOR BENEFITS





"What a great gathering of professionals. The festival managed to surpass my high expectations
quite very much. If I now speak about all the stunning and beautiful aspects of the festival it
might take a while.This festival was a great opportunity to feel connected, to see the world with
the warm Ethnokino family and also to be welcomed and to be heard. Although we all live in a
dystopian community called Planet Earth, we must cherish such a great festival that bring us
together to see and to be seen".

Ehsan Lesani
Filmmaker, Iran.
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"It was a profound event for me. I admire the way you brought together activists, refugees, political actors,
artists, and filmmakers and anthropologists for such an engaging event that was not only a screening and
discussion of films, but which also included eating, praying, crying, laughing, and dreaming for a different way
of being together and taking care of each other in this place where we all live. It seems to me to be an
incredibly forward looking, refreshing, and in fact path-breaking mode of making a festival, that is deeply
anti-colonial".

Prof. Dr.Christian Suhr
Visual Anthropologist & Filmmaker / University of Aarhus, Denmark



"It is more then a film festival, it is about believing in a genuine get together. It is about determination
and compassion. This is a space created by a family like community. It is like at breakfast ; where all is
cozy, like at lunch; a bit in a hurry, like at dinner; serious and calm.Whatever it may be like, it gives
tremendous hope, it gives confidence, as it manages to erase all borders when bringing art to those art
lovers.It is for and from those who are dreaming for a better future, away from daily concerns, speaking
out loud the many thoughts and feelings.We all have much hopes and dreams to share, and here at our
table, there is space for everyone".

CIHAN ELCI
ETHNOKINO Film Festival Event Manager / Biologist, Laborant University of Bern



"I found myself dragged by a whirl of images and imageries; I had arrived to the eye of the
hurricane, where cultures and cinema danced and intertwined in many different vital and
vibrant ways. Ethnokino was a spiritual journey into diverse gazes and reflections upon our world
and the challenging times we live in. Beyond film and anthropology, the festival is an urgent
mirror where modernity and cultural diversity can be seen from a third eye perspective".

Antonio Coello
Filmmaker & Visual Anthropologist, Mexico.

 



"As a Tibetan Swiss, this festival marks to be a life changing and transformative one. Participating,
facilitating at the Q&As, selling merchandise and T.Shirts, having pizza and champagne as we listen to
inspiring dialogues, were captivating and almost addictive. From eleven in the morning till midnight we
could not leave away from the venue. Then, being blessed by the Dalai Lama's sister in person, has been the
Creme de'la Creme, simply unforgettable, magical."

Nyma Sausser
Student, Visual Artist
EK Community Builder
































